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We provide Safety, Hope,
Advocacy, Respite and
Education for those
impacted by
crisis and violence
in the Fox Valley Region
and Illinois.

Always Home, Always Hope
What have we learned
through this stressful
time?
1. Our community is strong and
supportive!!!! Elgin-area social service
agencies collaborated as never before so
that those with the most need were not left
behind. The work to sustain services was
made possible by many donors and
volunteers.

Always Home, Always
Hope has been our slogan for many years.
And during the pandemic we are happy to
say that we have been able to continue to
fulfill that promise even with the challenges
presented to us. When our lobby was closed,
we served clients at our front door. When
shelter space became more limited, we found
alternative housing for those in need.
Counseling by phone call, through
tele-health, and in-person (carefully
distanced) helped those who needed ongoing
support.
Phase 5 is allowing us to expand still further.
We are letting a limited number of people
into the lobby now, with social distancing
still in place; we expanded our shelter space
while continuing to house off-site when we
have an overflow; and staff who have been
working from home are returning to the
office.

2. We are resilient and creative. As an
agency-wide team we worked through
many unexpected problems and found
ways to continue to serve clients safely.
3. We are careful. While neither our
clientele nor our staff completely escaped
getting COVID-19, we had no cases that
were traced to transmission within our
walls.

You can reach us 24/7 at:
847-697-2380
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4. Technology works! From meetings to

virtual presentations in both classroom and
community venues, we were able to stay in
touch with each other and share
information about available resources with
the community.

To our faithful supporters:

Thank You!
We can’t do what we do without YOU!

Continuing precautions per CDC and Kane County Health Guidelines
1. Masking – we will continue to ask both clients and staff to mask when they enter the building and whenever they are in a congregate setting.
Neither clients nor staff will be required to reveal their vaccination status.
2. We will continue to educate about and encourage vaccination.
3. Meetings – many will continue to be virtual at least through the summer.
4. Cleaning – we will continue to use special cleaning procedures to insure the safety of all.
5. Air purifiers with HEPA filters have been added to all offices and meeting rooms.

What is going on at CCC? See our changes!
Welcome to our socially distanced
lobby, made safer and more
spacious by moving our reception
desk behind the wall and adding a
glass panel.

Can you see it? Below is
Siham behind the plexiglass
panel that adds a layer of
protection to both staff and
clients.

All of our restrooms now display
new gender neutral signs.

The badly worn floor in the
case management office has
been replaced, resulting in a
more welcoming
environment for both staff
and clients.

We have new
office space across
from our
Conference Room.
Who is in there?
It’s Sharon, our
payroll specialist.
So glad you have a
nice space to work,
Sharon!
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IN MEMORIUM:
Nancy Sisler 1941-2021
Last January, the Gretchen S. Vapnar Community Crisis Center lost a long-time friend with
the death of Nancy Sisler. We knew her as The Card Lady. Nancy gathered donated greeting
cards and remade them into new cards, which she then sold for $1.00. All of her sale proceeds
were donated to the Community Crisis Center.
Over the past 20 years Nancy’s card sales allowed her to donate over $106,000.00! What an
inspiration! And it did not stop there.
Nancy inspired a group at the Edgewater by Del Webb community
to begin making cards; this group is still active to this day. In
addition, when she began wintering in Arizona, she inspired a local group in the SunBird
Resort Community to do the same. As of April 2020, they have donated over $40,000 for
My Sister’s Place, a domestic violence shelter in Chandler, AZ.
In memory of Nancy and all that she has meant to the Gretchen S. Vapnar Community Crisis
Center, the Board of Directors has made a donation of $1000 to the Richard N. & Nancy A
Sisler Scholarship in Dundee. Nancy was a retired elementary school teacher in neighboring
School District U-46. This scholarship will benefit college bound students who plan to
pursue a career in elementary education.
Our “Card Lady” was a true friend and we will miss her dearly.

THANK YOU!
A special recognition to all those who have helped us make it through the past year.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DHS: Emergency Transitional Housing Program Grant
Discover: Brighter Futures Fund
Ecolab
Geo. M. Eisenberg Foundation for Charities
Elgin Township Social Service Grant
First Congregational Church — Elgin Mission Grant
Hanover Township MHB Grant
Kane County Grand Victoria Riverboat Fund
Kiwanis Clubs of Elgin and St. Charles
Ms. Molly Foundation
The TJX Foundation
United Way Metro Chicago
Harvey & Ethel Daeumer Foundation
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Endowment Grant
Hoffer Foundation
Fox Valley United Way

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

K.R. Miller Contractors
St. Charles 708 MHB
Women on the Brink
Cogentrix Essential Power Foundation
EFS Foundation
Elgin Elks Lodge #737
Grand Victoria Foundation—Elgin Grant
St. Thomas More Church
And many, many individual donors!

DESKS FOR E-LEARNING
The Elgin Area Men’s Shed designed and made 10
sturdy desks to be used by students staying in our
Shelter Program. The desk height is adjustable, they
store away when not needed and provide a comfortable
work spot for child or adult.

A special Thank You from our residents and staff to the many groups, businesses,
and churches that continue to provide a hot evening meal in support of our Shelter Program.
A big shout-out goes to Par Logistics, Inc. and James Vasquez, President, for honoring
our residents with a pizza dinner every Wednesday evening!
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Calendar
August 16th—20th Domestic
Violence & Sexual Assault 40 hour
training.
October — Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
December — Annual Holiday
Toy Giveaway
NOTE: Our Abuser Intervention
Program is moving; we will be
setting dates for Abuser Facilitator
Training following the move.

Shelter
Needs
•

Twin size blankets, lightweight quilts & sheets (new
or gently used)

•

Diapers – Babies: sizes 5,
6 & 7; wipes & diaper rash
ointment

Volunteer Needs
After a very long pandemic hiatus, we
are in the process restarting our
Volunteer Hospital Advocacy
Program. Volunteer advocates commit
to a minimum of 24 on-call shifts each
year in response to sexual assault or
domestic violence advocacy requests
from three area hospitals. Advocates
receive 60 hours of advocacy training,
equipping them to provide support and a
comforting presence to sexual assault
and domestic violence survivors.

If you have an interest in doing this
incredibly important work, now is a
great time to get started! Volunteer
applications are available on our website
at www.crisiscenter.org (be sure to
indicate your interest in hospital
advocacy), or please contact Melissa
Owens, Volunteer Coordinator, at
mowens@crisiscenter.org.
Informational sessions will be running
at the end of July.

New Board Members
A warm welcome to our new board members:
Edward Hunter A Board Certified Chaplain, Ed recently retired after 32
years as head of Chaplaincy Services for Presence (now Amita) Health Care
where he continues to serve on a part-time basis. He is active in the Elgin
Community, serving on several agency boards.
Detective Brandon McKiness Sergeant McKiness is with the Criminal
Investigations Division, Kane County Sheriff’s Office, where he heads the
Special Victims Unit. We are glad to have him on our board.

•

Deodorant for men &
women

•

Toothpaste, toothbrushes,
lip balm, & floss

Our Current Board of Directors:

•

Feminine Hygiene products

Keith Brill, President

•

Small & large bottles of
shampoo, conditioner,
lotion, body wash,
disposable razors

•

•

Black hair care products
(shampoo, conditioner, oil
sheen, pomade/grease,
edge control)

Mario Karayannis, Treasurer
Rachel Hernandez, Secretary
Mariana Barriga
Donald Jay Frye
Edward (Ed) Hunter

Sandwich (zip lock & fold
bags) & quart size zip lock
bags

•

Toilet bowl cleaner, bleach,

•

HE powder laundry
detergent

•

Toilet paper, paper towels,
facial tissue

•

Basic Office Supplies: copy
paper, envelopes, pens,
highlighters, notepads,
paperclips, tape
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Sherry Totzke, Vice President

Chathia Johnson
Brandon McKiness
Carol A. Payson
Rhonda Robinson Farrar
We still have several openings for board members. If you are
interested in serving the Community Crisis Center in this very
important volunteer capacity, or have friend, colleague, or family
member to suggest, please contact Chathia Johnson at
Chathia.Johnson@gmail.com
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