Community Crisis
Center, Inc.
Hotline—847-697-2380
Serving the Community since 1975

Community Crisis Center
Celebrates 40 years of partnership
with the Elgin community
November 12 was an
evening to remember the
past, renew old acquaintences, and express our
mutual appreciation as
Community Crisis Center
celebrated 40 years of
partnership with the Elgin
community.
Attendees at the Anniversary Dinner listened to
stories of determination,
struggle, and accomplishments as the Crisis Center
and the Elgin community
have provided each other
with support over the

Our present facility.

years.
From cheese ball
fundraisers, through
Reruns Thrift Stores,
Crisis Overnight, and
the present Illinois State
budget impass, the Crisis Center has continued

to provide shelter, advocacy, food, clothing, and
support to the Elgin
community, and the
community has generously responded with
goods, services and financial donations to
keep the doors open.
Our first home on Margaret
Place

State Controller Munger visits Community Crisis Center October 22.

Coordinator of Children’s Services, Lea Conrad,
took Leslie Munger on a tour of the facilities.

CHICAGO (CBS) — Illinois State
Comptroller Leslie Munger urged Gov.
Bruce Rauner and Democratic leaders
in the General Assembly to resolve
their difference over the still-stalled
state budget, as she tried to call attention to domestic violence programs
that have been suffering without state
funding.

Munger toured the Community Crisis
Center in Elgin to hear how the domestic violence program and others like it have been
struggling with staffing and program cuts because of the budget impasse. She told officials
she’s at a loss for how to get the governor and
lawmakers together.
“On behalf of the state, I apologize for the
situation we’ve put you in,” she said.
Community Crisis Center director Gretchen
Vapnar said she has good feelings about
Munger, but not so much about state government.
“I am, you might tell, not only frustrated
but a little angry; and what seems to me to be
happening is a conflict, a giant conflict,” Vapnar
said.
She said groups like hers are good at
conflict resolution, and she offered to help.
Click here to see the CBS Newscast about the
Crisis Center and Leslie Munger’s Visit.
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We provide Safety, Hope,
Advocacy, Respite and
Educa on for those impacted
by crisis and violence
in the Fox Valley Region and
Illinois.
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Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Domestic Violence Awareness Month occurred in October.
It was a very busy and successful month. The Community Crisis Center provided:




Domestic Violence Awareness Month Information Table.
Many men and women joined us in painting one fingernail purple as a reminder of Domestic Violence Awareness.

25 information tables to area libraries, schools and
agencies
10 public education presentations to employers,
religious groups and medical offices
11 school presentations to middle school, high
school and college level students.

Our Rally, held at Elgin Community College on October 29 was attended by 225 persons who heard from
Police Chief Jeffery Swoboda who spoke about the
ways in which the police and the Community Crisis
Center work together, and a survivor who told her story of facing emotional and psychological abuse.
Remember: We are always happy to come to your
organization to make a presentation. Call us at 847
-742-4408, ext. 147.

Chathia Johnson

A special Thank You to Chathia Johnson for the
leadership she has given to the Board of Directors
for the past years, and a warm welcome to
Mary Hyatt who now assumes the role of President.
Ms. Johnson remains on the board as
Past President.
Mary Hyatt
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Crisis Center Holiday Needs
General Needs:
 Cookies for Nov. & De-

cember Lobby guests
 Scissors and tape for

gift wrapping
 Digital camera to rec-

ord events and activities

Gifts for Children:

Winter wear:

 Infant/toddler & chil-

 New or gently used sleeping

dren’s new clothing
(assorted sizes) prefer
sweat suits and one
piece jumpers)
 Multi-cultural dolls
 Doll clothes
 Play dishes/play baby

bottles
 Play tool sets

Gifts for Women:

 Toddler/pre-school toys

 For Christmas each

 Educational toys

woman in shelter receives a tote filled with
useful and pampering
items. Please do not
wrap any gifts
 Pajamas (all sizes)
 Slippers (all sizes)
 Hat & Scarf sets
 Journals/pens

 Cars/trucks/garage
 Legos
 Board games –all ages

 Wristwatches
 Fleece Blanket or Af-

ghan
 Lotion & Shower Gel

set
 Calendars/day plan-

ners — purse size
 $20 Gift Cards: Wal-

Mart or Target

 Heavy weight gloves and hats

in dark, neutral colors for men
& women
 New or gently used winter

coats for men, women and children. We are really low on
coats & items for children and
men.
 NOTE: We will accept coats

only through December 31.
Needed: Holiday lobby volunteers for December: Contact
Deena at:
dduda@crisiscenter.org

Click here for
information
about the Elgin
Area Holiday
Toy Giveaway.

 Towel set
 Alarm clock radios

bags for adults

or 847-742-4088 ext. 152
Personal Care Items
 Diapers (sizes 4-5-6), baby

wipes
Gifts for Teens
 Wrist watches
 Costume Jewelry
 Radios
 Diaries & pens
 Basketballs/footballs

soccer balls
 Lotion/shower gel, etc.
 Manicure/pedicure sets

 Toothpaste, toothbrushes
 Deodorant for men & women
 Disposable razors
 Small and large bottles of

shampoo, conditioner, lotion,
body wash, soap bars
 Laundry detergent (HE only)
 Dishwasher detergent packets
 Dishwashing liquid

Our Food Pantry is Low: non-perishable food items that include pancake mix and
syrup, oatmeal, non-sugared dry cereal, saltine crackers, peanut butter, grape jelly,
canned tuna, canned chili, canned ravioli, canned soup, boxed mashed potatoes, longgrain white rice, dry or canned pinto beans, canned fruit, juice boxes, bottled water,
children’s snacks, baby formula, baby cereal.
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Unsung Hero: Mitch Esterino, honored for his
dedication to Community Crisis Center, Inc.
and talents with local agencies were highlighted. Community Crisis Center was
proud to nominate Mitch Esterino for this
acknowledgement.

Elgin Area Chamber Silent Hero award winners.
Mitch Esterino (arrow) was nominated by Community
Crisis Center.

At Elgin Area Chamber’s Annual
Thanksgiving Luncheon held at Elgin
Community College on 11/24/15 volunteers of local nonprofit agencies
were recognized. Eleven “Unsung Heroes” who quietly share their time

Mitch has been a longtime volunteer
who started with fundraising and special
events and now delivers weekly donations
of milk, fresh fruit and clothing; provides
greeting card project supplies; assembles
furniture; and organizes fellow Lions Club
members as volunteers. He is our go to
volunteer. Professionally he is an ACA
Navigator who provides outreach services
about health care once a week to our walk
-in clients. Quite simply, Mitch is extraordinary!

Calendar
Ongoing:
Drop-In Domestic Violence Support Groups
Tues. 6:30-8:00 pm:—English
*Wed. 6:00-8:00 pm —Spanish
*Fri. 9:00-10:30 am—
Expressive Art— English
*Childcare Provided

Check These Out:
January 11-15 --Sexual Assault &
Domestic Violence Training

Happy Holidays
from the
Community
Crisis Center
Board and Staff

We couldn’t do it
without you!

April—Sexual Assault Awareness
Month

Mary E. Hyatt, President
Keith Brill, Vice-President
Betty Rauschenberger, Secretary
Mario Karayannis , Treasurer
Chathia Johnson, Past President
Mariana Barriga
Cathy Olson
Daniel O’Shea
Sherry Totzke
Lisa West
Agency Executive Director:
Gretchen S. Vapnar

January — Stalking Awareness
Month
February— Teen Dating Violence
Awareness Month

Community
Crisis Center
Board of Directors

Enjoy the
Holiday Season!

For help call 847-697-2380

