
Holiday 

Recap 
 

It was our privilege to participate in the fol-

lowing holiday support for our community: 

Holiday food baskets :  

   November:  368 families (3753 meals) 

   December:  314 families (3152 meals)  

Community Toy Giveaway:  toys for 

2,817 children from 1,024 families. 

Client Holiday Party:  a fun evening and 

gifts for  19 women and 39 children. 

December 25 in the shelter:  8 moms re-

ceived (and wrapped) gifts for their chil-

dren (12 children in all).  6 children met 

with Santa on Christmas Eve.   Adult resi-

dents got a gift basket including those who 

came into shelter either Christ-

mas Eve or Christmas Day. 

Thanks to all of you for the many 

gifts we received from our com-

munity supporters ï Here are 

just a few of them: 

Curtains for the basement win-

dows, blankets for shelter resi-

dents and homeless,  hand lotion 

for Resident Holiday baskets, 

socks, scarves, gloves, hats, 

coats, food, travel toiletries, dia-

pers, beanie babies, and the list 

goes on.   
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Some Interesting information: 

As of January 11 we have given 

out: 

 

   442 scarves 

1,013 hats 

1,269 pairs of gloves 

1,003 coats 

 

Since July 1, we have given out 

11,526 diapers  in response to 

requests. 
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If anyone doubts that these are tough times, this year we have 

seen a large increase in the need for food.   
 

This is what we have seen since July 1 of 2011:  
 

Number of Clients requesting food:  32% increase  

Emergency food meals given out:  45% increase  

Referrals to Interfaith Food Pantry:  125% increase  
 

We have been fortunate to be able to meet these increased re-

quests, although in the fall we were supplementing the food 

pantry at a cost of $500/week.  Holiday giving, along with sup-

port from the Gail Bordenõs òFood for Finesó program, special 

collections by many organizations, and items collected the 

weekend of January 14/15 as part of the Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Commemorative events have helped to temporarily replen-

ish our shelves.  

 

Hunger in our Community  
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Changing times: 

 

ñI used to contribute food to 

the Crisis Center,ò is what we 

are hearing from some of our 

clients.  ñI never expected to 

have to come to ask for food 

for myself.ò   

 

Auction Help Wanted 

What You Can Do 
 

Be a Sponsor:  From Gold to Friend there is a sponsorship level to 

meet your needs.  Sponsorship entitles you to various advertising in our 

auction booklet and at the event; higher levels receive complimentary 

tickets to the auction. Contact Kari at 847-742-4088 x 128 or 

ksheppard@crisiscenter.org 

Make a Donation: We welcome items or certificates for any of the fol-

lowing categories: Home Sweet Home & Holidays; Outdoor Living/

Garden; Fitness & Sports; Novelty Items/Showbiz; Personal/Health/

Beauty; Antiques & Collectibles/Art; Planes, Trains & Automobiles; Chil-

dren & Family; Food & Fine Dining; and Live Auction.  High on our list 

this year are trips, kayak, iPod, plasma screen television, Kindle, and special events or sports 

tickets. Contact Kari at 847-742-4088 x 128 or ksheppard@crisiscenter.org 

Volunteer: Scores of volunteers are needed for daytime set up and evening management on 

3/10/12.  If interested please contact Deena Duda at (847) 742-4088 x 152 or 

dduda@crisiscenter.org 

Click here for further informationé.Andé...Be sure to attend! 
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The Community Crisis 

Center, Inc received a 

$1,000 grant from Ki-

ǿŀƴƛǎ /ƭǳō ƻŦ 9ƭƎƛƴΩǎ 

Benevolent Fund in 

January 2012.  The 

award will be used to 

purchase 5 beds for the Shelter Program.   

The Crisis Center Shelter Program accommodates up to 

40 women and their children who are dealing with the 

trauma of domestic violence and/or homelessness due 

to economic crisis.  Last year 246 children spent 4,276 

nights in the Shelter Program.  

Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated 

to changing the world one child and one community at 

a time. The Elgin Club is involved in a variety of projects 

that involve fundraising, community service, and assist-

ing children locally and worldwide. The Crisis Center 

appreciates the support of the Elgin Kiwanis. 

Kiwanis gift provides 

new mattresses 
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Who knew about the Wal-

Mart 12 Days of Giving Face-

book Campaign?  We cer-

tainly did not, yet on the 6th 

day, when they were highlighting organizations that 

provide safety, protection and support to men, 

women and children who are victims of domestic vio-

lence, abuse, job loss and are homeless or at risk of 

becoming homeless we were chosen as a 

$10,000 recipient.  Walmart provided more than 

19 million in grants over the holiday season.  We 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

whomever did!  Click here for more information re-

garding the Wal-Mart donation. 

Walmartñ

Twelve Days 

of  Giving  

Kitchen Update 

A Special Thank you to the first Congregational Church of Dundee.  Their able men and 

women provided the labor and materials for a much needed upgrade to our shelter 

kitchen and dining area.  The work included:  replacing the floor, moving a dishwasher, 

installing backsplash tiles and replacing all the cabinetry with stainless steel shelving, 

and painting (Paint donated by Zieglerõs Ace Hardware).  What a wonderful gift for our 

staff and residents!   

A warm Thank you to these giving workers! 

 

http://www.walmartcommunity.com/walmart-gives-90000-to-nine-nonprofits-on-the-sixth-day-of-holiday-facebook-campaign/#more-9570


     Congress has set aside the 

month of February to bring public 

awareness to Teen Dating Vio-

lence.   

     Teens,  in the phase of testing 

boundaries, trying new identities, 

and becoming responsible adults, 

often get into bad and sometimes 

dangerous relationships before 

they know it.  And that is the bad 

news.  

     Women between the ages of 16 

and 24 are at the greatest risk of 

sexual assault, often by the person 

they are dating.   

     Now for the good news:  Studies 

show that education about setting 

sexual boundaries, and healthy rela-

tionships make a difference.  Teens 

who are given a opportunities to look 

into and define healthy relationships 

are more likely to leave bad relation-

ships and form good ones.  The teen 

who defines his/her relationships well 

is much less likely to be in a violent 

relationship as an adult.   

     Take some time to talk with your 

teens, call us to talk with your youth 

group about healthy relationships.  

We have training/curriculum we are 

glad to share, and educators who are 

happy to come to you.    Contact us 

at:  874-742-4088, ext 147 or rpeter-

son@crisiscenter.org. 

COMING EVENTS  

Check These Out 

 

February:  Teen Dating  

           Violence Aware 

 ness Month            

March 10:   SSpprr iinngg    

              FFll iinng   g   ðð--    25th 

 Annual Auction 

April:  Sexual Assault  

 Awareness Month 

April 18 -20ðCPAIP 

  (Betterers Inter- 

 vention) Training 

May 5: 16th Judicial Faith  

 Committee Work- 

 shop 

October:  Domestic Violence  

                  Awareness Month 

 

Teen Dating Violence 

 

 

Hotline:  847-697-2380 
Fax: 847-742-4182 

Web Page:  www.crisiscenter.org 
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